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Survey OverviewSurvey Overview

Performance and Planning Poll is conducted quarterly
– Current poll -- February 2009
– Prior poll -- October 2008

Managed by Adaptive Planning and the BPM Forum

Gathers input on key economic indicators 

Solicits feedback on planning processes

Participants are financial professionals from companies of 
all sizes in over 20 industries 
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It’s Bad, and Will Get Worse Before It Gets BetterIt’s Bad, and Will Get Worse Before It Gets Better

A total of 86% say conditions are 
worse now than they were 6 
months ago

Current ConditionsCurrent ConditionsCurrent Conditions

How would you describe the current economic 
conditions in your industry vs. 6 months ago?

Much Better

Better

Much Worse

12%

29%

Same

Worse 57%

2%

0%

For enterprise companies (>$500M), 
a full 73% expect worse conditions

Significant deterioration vs. last 
quarter, when just 27% expected 
worse conditions in 6 months

Future ExpectationsFuture ExpectationsFuture Expectations

Compared to today, how do you expect 
conditions in your industry will be in 6 months?

Much Better

Better

Much Worse

42%

3%

Same

Worse 40%

15%

0%



4

The Road to Recovery Will Be LongThe Road to Recovery Will Be Long

Last quarter, 72% expected recovery to 
begin in 2008 or 2009, vs. just 37% this 
quarter

Long Road to RecoveryLong Road to RecoveryLong Road to Recovery

When do you expect the US economy to begin 
to recover?

Q2 2010 or 
After

Q1 2010

Q2 2009

28%

12%

Q4 2009

Q3 2009

22%

35%

Q1 2009

2%

2%
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Companies’ Performance Will SufferCompanies’ Performance Will Suffer

51% expect lower revenues 
(vs. 43% last quarter)

48% expect decreased 
capital spending (vs. 44%)

52% expect decreases in 
headcount (vs. 43%)

61% expect erosion of 
profit margins (vs. 46%)

More Challenges AheadMore Challenges AheadMore Challenges Ahead

What do you expect for your company in 6 
months versus now?

>10% 
Lower

1 - 10% 
Lower Same 1 - 10% 

Higher
> 10% 
Higher

Revenue
Growth

22%

29%

31%

15%
3%

Capital
Spending

20%

28%

38%

8%
6%

Employee 
Growth

16%

36%

39%

8%
2%

Profit
Margins

13%

48%

35%

5%
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High Degree of Uncertainty, Low ConfidenceHigh Degree of Uncertainty, Low Confidence

High Degree of UncertaintyHigh Degree of UncertaintyHigh Degree of Uncertainty

How would you characterize the current level of 
economic uncertainty facing your business?

Low

Medium

High

Very High

5%

33%

39%

23%

For enterprise respondents (>$500M), a 
full 72% report “high” or “very high”
uncertainty

On average, only 1/3 are “somewhat”
or “very” confident of hitting forecasts, 
down from 41% last quarter

Low Confidence in ForecastsLow Confidence in ForecastsLow Confidence in Forecasts

How confident are you that you will hit your 
current forecasts?

Not at 
All

Not
Very Neutral Some-

what Very

This 
Quarter

6%

31%

28%

27%

8%

Next
Quarter

2%
32%

41%

19%
6%

Next 
Year

21%

49%

25%
5%

Next 2 
Years

16%

35%

11%

27%
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More Frequent Forecasting & What-If AnalysisMore Frequent Forecasting & What-If Analysis

More “What-Ifs” in FutureMore More ““WhatWhat--IfsIfs”” in Futurein Future

Will the uncertain economic environment cause 
you to re-plan, re-forecast, and perform what-if 
analyses more frequently in the next quarter?

Don’t Know

No

Yes

14%

15%

71%

For midsized and larger companies 
(>100 employees) 85% expect more 
re-planning in the future

33% re-planned / re-forecast 3 or more 
times last quarter, double the 
percentage from last survey (16%) 

Frequent Re-planningFrequent ReFrequent Re--planningplanning

How many times did your company re-plan, re-
forecast, or create what-if scenarios last quarter?

4 or More

3

0

8%

31%

2

1

23%

25%

12%
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Minimal Impact Expected From GovernmentMinimal Impact Expected From Government

Not So Great ExpectationsNot So Great ExpectationsNot So Great Expectations

How much will the governmental stimulus measures 
impact your business in the next 12 months?

Strong
Negative Negative No

Impact Positive Strong
Positive

Revenue
Growth

3%
9%

28%

59%

Capital
Spending

5%
11%

72%

8%
2%

Employee 
Growth

8%
9%

72%

11%

Profit
Margins

5%
11%

69%

16%

R&D
5%
8%

77%

10%

Access to 
Capital

6%
3%

61%

28%

2%

Across all categories, an average of 68% 
expect no impact, while 18% expect positive 
impact and 14% expect negative impact
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About the SponsorsAbout the Sponsors

Adaptive Planning

Adaptive Planning is the worldwide leader in on-demand planning and reporting solutions that 
streamline financial processes, strengthen collaboration, and drive better-informed, more 
strategic business decisions in companies of all sizes. Adaptive Planning makes it easy to move 
beyond spreadsheets and automate budgeting, forecasting, and reporting, without the cost and 
complexity associated with traditional business intelligence and BPM software.  With free 
software, free trials, and both on-demand and on-premise deployment options, Adaptive 
Planning provides the fastest and easiest approach to streamline and elevate your financial 
management. 

Learn more: View a Demo | Attend a Seminar | Get a Free Trial

BPM Forum

The Business Performance Management (BPM) Forum is dedicated to advancing performance 
accountability, process improvement, operational visibility and compliance in global 
organizations. It provides support to thousands of senior executives and practitioners 
representing enterprises with more than $500 billion in combined annual revenues. The BPM 
Forum's C-level members engage in research, thought leadership, and knowledge exchange 
programs around a variety of strategic issues and challenges. More information is available at: 
www.BPMForum.org.
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For more information, contact:

Greg Schneider
VP, Marketing
Adaptive Planning
gschneider@adaptiveplanning.com


